PAGE  
6
8/06/12

August 6, 2012

The City Council of the City of Raeford met in regular session on Monday, August 6, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of Raeford City Hall.  The following members of the City Council were present:  Mayor John K. McNeill, III, Councilman John Jordan, Councilwoman Mary Neil King, Councilman Robert Conoly, Councilman Wayne Willis and Councilwoman Shelley Wilburn.  

Also present were: Mike Wood, City Manager; Roy Guinn, Utilities Director; Terry Tapp, Deputy Fire Chief; Trudy McVicker, Finance Officer; Kemp Crumpler, Chief of Police; George Marr, Police Major; Betty Smith, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager and Bill Lindau, News Journal reporter.

CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order. 

INVOCATION

Councilman Conoly offered the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McNeill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

N.C. TURKEY FESTIVAL

Valerie Livingston, President of the 2012 N.C. Turkey Festival presented the Mayor, Manager and Council a 2012 Turkey shirt to show appreciation for the support and dedicated service the City of Raeford provides to the N.C. Turkey Festival.  Council received a brochure that outlined all the events of the upcoming festival which is September 7-15, 2012.  Council was invited to attend the opening ceremony on Monday, September 10th at the L.E. McLaughlin Building at 6 p.m.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McNeill presented the consent agenda and asked if any item should be removed before calling for action.  

A motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilman Jordan to approve consent items V. 1 through V. 5.  The motion was unanimously carried.

The consent items appear below:

          V. 1.   Approved the Regular Minutes of June 4, 2012.

2. Approved the following revision to the City’s Personnel Policy as recommended by the City Manager and in accordance with Resolution #1997-05.  This revision was also recommended by Chief Crumpler in order to reflect the State Training and Standards requirement.  They currently serve a six month probation with the City and a one year probation with the State.
Article V. Section 10.  Probationary Period of Employment
 An employee (other than law enforcement officers) appointed to a permanent position shall serve a probationary period of six (6) months.  Law enforcement officers shall serve a mandatory one year probationary period which is also required by the NC Criminal 
Training & Standards Division in regards to their State certification.  This time period is to be considered a continuation of the selection process.  An employee serving a probationary period following initial appointment may be dismissed with or without cause and without right of appeal in 
the Grievance Procedure at any time during the probationary period.  A regular employee serving a probationary period following a promotion shall be demoted if unable to perform assigned duties of the new job satisfactorily.  (See Article V. Section 14. Demotion for more details.)

3.  Accepted information concerning National Night Out which will be held on Saturday, August 11th, 2012 from 5-8 p.m. at Hoke County Recreation Complex on Hwy. 211.  Night Out provides an opportunity to meet neighbors, strengthen the community and fight crime.  Booths will be provided by Hoke County Sheriff’s office, Police Department, State Highway Patrol, EMS, Health Department, Fire Departments, Probation & Parole, Animal Control, etc.
4.  Approved the following streets to be resurfaced using Powell Bill funds and the request to obtain bids.  Funds are included in the 2012-2013 operating budget.
Streets for resurfacing and request for bid.  There is a total of 18,437 sq. yds.

W. Central Avenue (Roberts St. to Dickson St.) will need root removal.

   989 sq. yds.

Green St. (W. Prospect Ave. to West Ave.)





5,806 sq. yds.

W. 5th Ave. (Fulton St. to Dickson St.)





3,156 sq. yds.

W. 5th Ave. (Magnolia St. to Main St.) will need milling and root removal

2,070 sq. yds.

Pinewood Ave.








2,640 sq. yds.

Pinecone Ave.









2,479 sq. yds.

Polaris Ct.









1,297 sq. yds.











          18,437 sq. yds.

13,720 feet of double yellow striping

2,070 sq. yds of milling

16 Manholes to be raised

9 Valve boxes to be raised

5. Accepted and approved the monthly departmental reports and miscellaneous information
    as submitted.

PUBLIC HEARING

DAVID AND EDITH MCNEILL
202 NORTH JACKSON STREET

A motion was made by Councilman Willis and seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn to enter into a public hearing to consider a request from David and Edith McNeill to rezone an entire parcel of PIN# 694340601230 located at 202 N. Jackson Street.  The property is currently zoned as R-8 (Residential).  Owner requests a rezone to NB (Neighborhood Business) to operate as a Child Care Center which is a Conditional Use.  The motion was unanimously carried.

Mayor McNeill recognized Felecia Locklear, Code Planner, who presented the following information: 

· The property is currently zoned as Residential (R-8).
· The current use is vacant with previous history of child care center.
· The request is to rezone the entire tract.
· The proposed use is a child care center that is no longer permitted in Residential districts as of January 1, 2010 with the adoption of the current Unified Development Ordinance. 



-The structure was extensively remodeled in 1980 to accommodate the 
permitted use child care center under the previous Zoning Ordinance.
· The proposed use is only permitted in Highway Commercial (HC) and as a Conditional Use in Central Business (CB) and Neighborhood Business (NB).
· Lot Dimensions:

	
	REQUIRED
	ACTUAL

	MIN. LOT SIZE (SQFT)
	15,000
	~10,625

	MIN. LOT WIDTH (FEET)
	80
	~85

	MIN. LOT DEPTH (FEET)
	110
	~125

	
	
	

	
	
	

	MIN. SETBACK (FEET)
	REQUIRED
	POSSIBLE

	FRONT
	20
	YES

	SIDE (Corner/Interior)
	20/10
	YES

	REAR
	20
	YES

	
	
	

	MAX. LOT COVERAGE
	60%
	YES


Ms. Locklear stated the Planning Board met on July 24th and recommends approval due to having found the application and request for the Zoning Map Amendment of the property located at 202 N Jackson Street further identified by PIN# 694340601230, to be rezoned from Residential 8 (R-8) to Neighborhood Business (NB) to be consistent with the seven (7) standards for Zoning Map Amendments identified by the Unified Development Ordinance and consistent with the 2030 Land Use Plan for the City of Raeford.
Mayor McNeill asked for comments or questions from the council and public at this time.

Councilman Conoly asked Felecia to inform tell the permitted uses if the property is rezoned to Neighborhood Business.  Felicia read the uses from the Unified Development Ordinance (Table 7-1).  Felecia explained that most of the uses are not compatible with the current lot, for example a convenience store is permitted in Neighborhood Business however there is not adequate room for parking.  This is one example that will have to be evaluated with the change of use. 

Mayor McNeill asked if the day care ceased operation on the site for a period of time could it be started again.  Felecia responded that it is currently a non-conforming use in a residential district. If the use ceases for 180 consecutive days, it can no longer be a permitted use in that zone.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED AND

REGULAR MEETING BACK IN SESSION

There being no comments from the public, a motion was made by Councilwoman King and seconded by Councilman Jordan to close the public hearing and to enter back into regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried.
Councilman Willis made a motion to accept the planning recommendation to approve rezoning the entire parcel of PIN# 694340601230 located at 202 N. Jackson Street to NB (Neighborhood Business).  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jordan and the motion was unanimously carried.

PUBLIC HEARING
PROPOSED CLOSING OF A PORTION OF CAMERON STREET

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilman Willis to enter into a public hearing to consider Resolution No. 2012-04 Street Closing Order which orders the closing of a portion of Cameron Street between West Fifth Avenue and West Sixth Avenue.  The motion was unanimously carried.  
City Manager reported that he had received favorable remarks from Shiloh Temple of Faith Missionary Church and Mike and Dee Inman, two of the three bordering property owners.  Ms. Belinda Long, the third bordering property owner was present at tonight’s council meeting and stated that she is in agreement with closing the street.  Mayor asked for further comments from the public and council members.
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED AND

REGULAR MEETING BACK IN SESSION

There being no comments, a motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilman Conoly to close the public hearing and to enter back into regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilwoman King to approve Resolution No. 2012-04 Street Closing Order which orders the closing of a portion of Cameron Street between West Fifth Avenue and West Sixth Avenue as follows below:

Resolution No. 2012-04

Street Closing Order

A RESOLUTION ORDERING THE CLOSING OF THAT PORTION OF CAMERON STREET BETWEEN WEST FIFTH AVENUE AND WEST SIXTH AVENUE


WHEREAS, on the 4th day of June, 2012, the City Council of the City of Raeford directed the City Clerk to publish the Resolution of Intent of the City Council to consider closing that portion of Cameron Street between West Fifth Avenue and West Sixth Avenue in the News Journal newspaper once each week for four successive weeks, such resolution advising the public that a meeting would be conducted in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of City Hall on August 6, 2012; and


WHEREAS. the City of Raeford City Council on the 4th day of June, 2012 ordered the City Clerk to notify all persons owning property abutting on that portion of Cameron Street between West Fifth Avenue and West Sixth Avenue, as shown on the county tax records, by registered or certified mail, enclosing with such notification a copy of the Resolution of Intent; and


WHEREAS, the City Clerk as advised the City Council that she sent a letter to each of the abutting property owners advising them of the day, time and place of the meeting, enclosing a copy of the Resolution of Intent, and advising the abutting property owners that the question as to 
closing that portion of Cameron Street between West Fifth Avenue and West Sixth Avenue would be acted upon, said letters having been sent by registered or certified mail; and


WHEREAS, the City Clerk has advised the City Council that adequate notices were posted on the applicable streets as required by G.S. 160A-299; and


WHEREAS, after full and complete consideration of the matter and after having granted full and complete opportunity for all interested persons to appear and register any objections that they might have with respect to the closing of said street in the public hearing held on August 6th, 2012; and


WHEREAS, it now appears to the satisfaction of the City Council that the closing of said street is not contrary to the public interest, and that no individual owning property, either abutting the street or in the vicinity of the street or in the subdivision in which the street is located, will as a result of the closing be thereby deprived of a reasonable means of ingress and egress to his or her property;


NOW THEREFORE, subject to the reservation of easements to the City of Raeford for utility purposes as shown on a map recorded in Book of Maps 764, page 135 in the office of the Hoke County Register of Deeds, the portion of Cameron Street between West Fifth Avenue and West Sixth Avenue is hereby ordered closed and all right, title, and interest that may be vested in the public to said area for street purposes is hereby released and quitclaimed to the abutting property owners in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 160A-299.


The Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized to execute quitclaim deeds or other necessary documents in order to evidence vesting of all right, title and interest in those persons owning lots or parcels of land adjacent to the street or alley, such title, for the width of the abutting land owned by them, to extend to the centerline of the herein closed street (with provision for reservation of easements to the City of Raeford for utility purposes) in accordance with the provision of G.S. 160A-299.


The City Clerk is hereby ordered and directed to file in the Office of the Register of Deeds of Hoke County a certified copy of this resolution and order.


Upon motion duly made by Councilman Wilburn and duly seconded by Councilman King, the above resolution was duly adopted by the City Council at a meeting held on the 6th day of August, 2012, in the City Hall.


Upon call for a vote the following Councilmen voted in the affirmative: Councilman King, Councilman Willis, Councilman Jordan, Councilman Wilburn and Councilman Conoly.
This is the 6th day of August, 2012, at 7 o’clock p.m. 

ATTEST:




















_________________________









         John K. McNeill, III










          Mayor

_______________________

             Betty Smith


    City Clerk

The motion was unanimously carried.
PROPOSED CITY CODE AND

UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

By common consent, the council agreed to table any action on the proposed amendments to the Unified Development Ordinance and City of Raeford Code of Ordinances to allow the city staff and study committee (Manager, Mayor, City Attorney, Councilwoman King, City Planner and Vagn Hansen of Benchmark) time to study proposed changes and prepare them for council review at the October 1, 2012 council meeting.  
SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING

By common consent, the council agreed to cancel the September 3rd, 2012 council meeting due to the city observing Labor Day on that date.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

WELCOME TO

SENATOR ROBERT (BEN) CLARK 

Mayor and Council welcomed Senator Ben Clark, who was recently elected to represent Senatorial District 21.  Senator Clark thanked the mayor and council for the opportunity to attend the meeting.  He encouraged the council to feel free to contact him of any needs. 
REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

FROM MAYOR, COUNCIL, MANAGER AND ATTORNEY

Councilman Jordan reported receiving positive reports concerning Chief Crumpler and the police department and urged them to continue their good work.  Councilwoman King praised all departments for their service to citizens.  Councilwoman Wilburn asked Terry Tapp, Fire Marshal, if the Animal Control Officer has encountered problems with the recently amended Animal Control Ordinance #2012-01 concerning dogs in pens/outdoor shelters.  Terry informed that no controversies have occurred.  Councilwoman Wilburn reminded everyone that the new school year has begun for Turlington and the High School and to watch for teenagers on the road ways.  Councilman Conoly reported that the Superintendent of Schools praised the City Manager for the.recent cutting of trees along Bethel Road.  Councilman Conoly expressed gratitude to the Manager for handling the city’s day to day operations and the police department for their fine work.  He reminded council that he would be absent at the October 1st council meeting due to being out of town on that date.  Mayor announced the July and August birthdays of city employees.  City Manager commended the staff, Mayor and Council for all they do for the city.  Manager reported the following:  stumps will be removed along Bethel Road at the High School in the coming weeks and Peddler’s Branch sewer project is almost complete.
Manager asked that Chief Crumpler introduce Sgt. Daniel Rice of the Raeford Police Department.  Sgt. Rice is Patrol Sergeant who supervises 5 patrol officers on a shift and has been employed with the police department since 2009.

MAJOR GEORGE MARR RECOGNIZED

Mayor acknowledged a letter from Luther Johnson Britt, District Attorney for Robeson County, who commended Major George Marr with the Raeford Police Department for his professional efforts in the investigation process of a recent rape/kidnapping/robbery/assault and conspiracy case.  Mayor and Council individually praised Major Marr for a job well done and for his dedication to the police department and to the City of Raeford.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn to enter into executive session for attorney-client privilege and economic development.  The motion was unanimously carried.
EXECUTIVE SESSION CLOSED

REGULAR MEETING BACK IN SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Willis and seconded by Councilman Jordan to close the executive meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.

MEETIING ADJOURNED

There being no action taken due to executive session, a motion to adjourn the August 6, 2012 council meeting was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilman Jordan.  The motion was unanimously carried.

______________________



_________________________


Betty Smith





John K. McNeill, III


City Clerk





            Mayor 

PAGE  

