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October 3, 2011
The City Council of the City of Raeford met in regular session on Monday, October 3rd, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of Raeford City Hall.  The following members of the City Council were present:  Mayor John K. McNeill, III, Councilman John Jordan, Councilman Robert Conoly, Councilwoman Mary Neil King, Councilman Wayne Willis and Councilwoman Shelley Wilburn.

Also present were: Mike Wood, City Manager; Regina Sutherland, City Attorney; Roy Guinn, Utilities Director; Trudy McVicker, Operations Manager; Terry Tapp, Deputy Fire Chief; Dale Teal, Finance Officer; Betty Smith, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager; Eddie Jaggers, Chief of Police; George Marr, Asst. Chief of Police and Bill Lindau, News Journal reporter.
CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order. 
INVOCATION

Councilwoman Mary Neil King offered the invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McNeill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McNeill presented the consent agenda and asked if any item should be removed before calling for action.  
A motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilman Willis to approve consent items IV. 1 through IV. 11.  The motion was unanimously carried.

The consent items appear below:
        IV. 1. Approved the Regular Minutes of August 1, 2011.

  2. Approved Budget Amendments #7-10 as shown below:

BUDGET AMENDMENT #7
This is a conversion more than a new purchase,  therefore the needed change.  The Street Department is converting a 2002 spreader truck to a dump truck.
LINE ITEM

DESCRIPTION


DEBIT

CREDIT
10-560-0017

Streets M&R Vehicles


8,000.00
10-560-0074

Streets Capital Outlay




8,000.00
BUDGET AMENDMENT #8
This is a conversion more than a new purchase,  therefore the needed change.  The Street Department is converting a 2006 sweeper to a leaf machine.

LINE ITEM

DESCRIPTION


DEBIT

CREDIT

10-560-0017

Streets M&R Vehicles


62,000.00
10-560-0074

Streets Capital Outlay




62,000.00

BUDGET AMENDMENT #9
This Budget Amendment moves the balance of funds from Capital Outlay to M&R Vehicles after the purchase of the 2010 Ford Explorer for the Fire Department.  The vehicle will be “outfitted” (lights, siren, etc.) with these funds.

LINE ITEM

DESCRIPTION


DEBIT

CREDIT

10-530-0017

Fire M&R Vehicles


1,280.00


10-530-0074

Fire Capital Outlay




1,280.00
BUDGET AMENDMENT #10
This Budget Amendment is for the receipt of the One NC Fund revenues and the payment of same funds to Alpla, Inc.

LINE ITEM

DESCRIPTION


DEBIT

CREDIT

47-410-0004

One NC Fund to Alpla


120,000.00

47-335-0004

One NC Fund Revenues



120,000.00

47-410-0005

City to Alpla, Inc.


40,000.00

47-335-0005

Wooten Co. to City




40,000.00


3.  Approved 2011 Corporate Taxes in the amount of $49,784.25 with a value of 
$10,371,709 as required by N.C. General Statutes.


4.  Approved declaring the below old fire hose (recently replaced by a grant) which is no longer needed by the fire department surplus and donating to Stonewall Volunteer Fire Dept.  The size and quantity of the hose is as follows:


6 - 2 1/2 inch x 50 ft. hose



7 - 3 inch x 50 ft. hose

     Pursuant to Ordinance #2007-03, it authorizes the Manager to dispose of personal property valued at less than $2,500.


5.  Accepted Steve Connell, Chairman of the Planning Board, resignation from the Planning Board as a member and Chairman of said board.  Steve recently moved outside the city limits and the extraterritorial jurisdiction.  Steve’s term will expire on November 2, 2013.  Planning Board to consider nominating someone per approval by the City Council.


6.  Approved Resolution #2011-10 Urging Residents to Observe a Safe and Courteous Halloween on October 31, 2011 between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. as follows:

Resolution #2011-10

CITY OF RAEFORD
RESOLUTION URGING RESIDENTS TO OBSERVE 

A SAFE AND COURTEOUS HALLOWEEN

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE City Council of the City of Raeford that residents who desire to participate in traditional Halloween Trick-or-Treating observe certain safety, courtesy and common sense guidelines to protect participants and preserve the peace for non-participants.  And, be it resolved that the Raeford City Council suggests the following guidelines:

· That Halloween Trick-or-Treating should take place on the actual Halloween holiday, Monday, October 31, 2011, and should be restricted to children under the age of 13.

· That all children taking part in Trick-or-Treating should be clothed in safe costumes, featuring materials that can be seen in the dark by motorists and masks that do not obstruct the children’s vision.

· That all children or groups of children taking part in Trick-or-Treating should be accompanied by a responsible older person who can protect the children from harm.

· That Trick-or-Treating is conducted between the hours of 6:00 p.m. and

      8:00 p.m.

· That those who choose not to participate in Halloween indicate so to others by leaving their porch lights off; and, that participants respect the wishes of those who choose not to participate in Halloween by not visiting homes where porch lights are off.

· That children Trick-or-Treat in their own neighborhoods, visiting only familiar homes.

· That parents and/or guardians inspect collected treats carefully before children eat them.

· That suspicious activities or collected treats that show signs of tampering be reported immediately to the Raeford Police Department.

Duly adopted this 3rd day of October 2011, while in regular session.





















____________________









   John K. McNeill, III









        Mayor

ATTEST:




_______________________

       Betty Smith

       City Clerk


7.  Approved Resolution #2011-11 proclaiming November 14-19, 2011 as National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.  Resolution follows:
RESOLUTION #2011-11

A RESOLUTION PROCLAIMING NOVEMBER 14-19, 2011 AS

NATIONAL HUNGER AND HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS WEEK IN RAEFORD, N.C.

WHEREAS, for the past several years the National Coalition for the Homeless and National Student Campaign Against Hunger and Homelessness have sponsored National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week; and


WHEREAS, the purpose of the proclamation is to educate the public about the many reasons people are hungry and homeless including the shortage of affordable housing in Raeford for very low income residents; and to encourage support for homeless assistance service providers as well as community service opportunities for students and school service organizations; and


WHEREAS, there are many organizations committed to sheltering, providing supportive services as well as meals and food supplies to the homeless; and 


WHEREAS, the theme of National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week 2010 is “Bringing America Home”, and 


WHEREAS, the City of Raeford recognize that hunger and homelessness continues to be a serious problem for many individuals and families in Raeford; and


WHEREAS, the intent of National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week is consistent with the activities of Hoke County Coalition Against Homelessness.


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that I, Mayor John K. McNeill, III hereby proclaims November 14-19, 2011 as National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Raeford encourages all citizens to recognize that many people do not have housing and need support from citizens, and private/public nonprofit service entities.


This, the 3rd day of October, 2011.




















_________________________









John K. McNeill, III









         Mayor

________________

Betty Smith

City Clerk


8.  Approved Resolution #2011-12 declaring October 9-15, 2011 as Fire Prevention Week in the City of Raeford.  Resolution is as follows:

Resolution 2011-12

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

OCTOBER 9-15, 2011

WHEREAS, the City of Raeford is committed to ensuring the safety and security of all those living in and visiting our great City; and


WHEREAS, fire is a serious public safety concern both locally and nationally, and homes are the locations where people are at greatest risk from fire; and


WHEREAS, home fires killed more than 2,500 people in the United States in 2009, according to the latest research from the nonprofit National Fire Protection Association (NFPA), and fire departments in the United States responded to more than 360,000 home fires; and


WHEREAS, cooking equipment is the leading cause of home structure fires and associated injuries, and the third leading cause of home fire deaths; and 


WHEREAS, heating and electrical equipment and smoking materials are among the leading causes of all reported home fires; and 


WHEREAS, home candle fires are reported to a fire department every 30 minutes, on average; and 


WHEREAS, the risk of dying in a home structure fire caused by smoking materials rises with age; and 


WHEREAS, working smoke alarms cut the risk of dying in reported home fires in half; and


WHEREAS, automatic fire sprinkler systems cut the risk of dying in a home fire by about 80%; and 


WHEREAS, the Raeford Fire Department is dedicated to reducing the occurrence of home fires and home fire injuries through prevention and protection education; and


WHEREAS, Raeford residents are responsive to public education measures and are able to take personal steps to increase their safety from fire, especially in their homes; and


WHEREAS, Raeford residents who have planned and practiced a home fire escape plan are more prepared and will therefore be more likely to survive a fire; and 


WHEREAS, the 2011 Fire Prevention Week theme, “It’s Fire Prevention Week. Protect your Family from Fire!” effectively serves to remind us all of the simple actions we can take to keep our homes and families safe from fire during Fire Prevention Week and all year-round.


THEREFORE, I John K. McNeill, Mayor of the City of Raeford, do hereby proclaim October 9-15, 2011 as Fire Prevention Week throughout Raeford, and I urge all the people of Raeford to protect their homes and families by heeding the important safety messages of Fire Prevention Week 2011, and to support the many fire safety activities and efforts of Raeford Fire Department.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the Seal of the City of Raeford, North Carolina, this 3rd day of October, 2011.

Attest:








_______________________






      


    John K. McNeill, III











Mayor

______________


Betty Smith

City Clerk


9.  Approved making a contribution to Partners for Hoke County Public Schools for the outstanding 2011 property tax bill in the amount of $675.35.  This property was donated to the Partners for Hoke County Public Schools for the construction of an apartment complex for teachers.  Hoke County has already approved a contribution to the foundation in the amount equal to the county tax bill.  The original request from the foundation was to participate in a land purchase. 


10.  Approved the following streets to be resurfaced in the fall of 2011 using Powell Bill funds and the request to obtain bids.  Funds included in the 2011-2012 operating budget.
  1.  Wooley Street




4,222 sq. yds.

  2.  Third Ave.





1,079 sq. yds.

  3.  S. Wright St.




1,953 sq. yds.

  4.  W. Edinborough Ave. (Bethel to Roberts)
1,505 sq. yds.

  5.  W. Edinborough Ave. (Dickson to 401)
  
1,450 sq. yds.

  6.  N. Dickson St. (Prospect to 6th)


2,014 sq. yds.

  7.  College Dr. (Bethune to Cole)


2,878 sq. yds.

  8.  E. 6th Ave. (Stewart to Jackson)


1,789 sq. yds.

  9.  E. 5th Ave. (Stewart to Jackson)


1,778 sq. yds.

10.  Reaves St. (Jackson to St. Pauls)

1,084 sq. yds.
11.  Reaves St. (St. Pauls to Central)

   940 sq. yds.

Total square yards:  20,693

Also with the following being included: 19,550 feet of double yellow stripping, 9 manholes to be raised and 7 value boxes to be raised.

The city clerk was instructed to solicit bids from paving contractors and present a recommended bid at the November 7, 2011 council meeting.


11.  Accepted and approved the monthly departmental reports and miscellaneous information as submitted.

PUBLIC HEARING

PARTNERS FOR HOKE CO. PUBLIC SCHOOLS EDUCATION

REZONING REQUEST FROM HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL TO RMF-12

A motion was made by Councilman Willis and seconded by Councilman Jordan to enter into a public hearing to consider a request from Partners for Hoke County Public Schools Education to rezone approximately 8.02 acres located off Teal Drive, between the Food Lion Shopping Center and Twin Oaks Apartments and the National Guard Armory from Highway Commercial to RMF-12.  The motion was unanimously carried. 

Mayor McNeill informed the council that the Raeford Planning Board met on September 20, 2011 and recommends approval to the council.

Mayor McNeill asked for questions from the council and audience at this time.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED

A motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn to adjourn the public hearing and to enter back into regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

Councilman Conoly made a motion to accept the Planning Board and city staff recommendation to approve the rezoning as requested by Partners for Hoke Co. Public Schools Education.  Councilwoman Wilburn seconded this motion and the motion passed unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING

AMENDMENT TO THE CITY OF RAEFORD UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT – TEXT

AMENDMENT #2011-01 (SOLAR FARMS)

A motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilman Conoly to enter into a public hearing to consider a request from the city Planning Staff to amend the City’s UDO to include an ordinance with respect to Solar Farms or Photovoltaic Energy Facilities as a use.  The motion was unanimously carried.
Mayor McNeill asked for comments from the council at this time.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED

A motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn to adjourn the public hearing and to enter back into regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Councilman Willis and seconded by Councilwoman King to approve Ordinance #2011-01 as shown below:

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE BY ADDING SOLAR FARMS OR PHOTOVOLTAIC ENERGY FACILITIES

WHEREAS, The City of Raeford recognizes that renewable energy sources such as solar energy can help meet increasing energy demand, boost local economic development, create sustainable jobs, and enhance energy reliability in an environmentally friendly and greener means. 
WHEREAS, The City of Raeford desires to implement solar technology in a manner that minimizes negative impacts on existing development while distinguishing it separate from traditional electric power generation and transmission by promoting clean energy production that helps meet greenhouse gas reduction targets and climate change goals through sustainable “green” urban and rural development.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Raeford that the following be inserted in the City of Raeford Unified Development Ordinance as appropriately identified.

ARTICLE 15 – DEFINITIONS

Section 15.1 “Definitions” is hereby amended by adding the following definition in alphabetical sequence:


Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facilities.


Any nonresidential solar collection applications designed to facilitate the capture and 
conversion of solar energy for the purpose of supplying it to utility companies rather 
than for personal use on the property it is collected at.
ARTICLE 7: TABLE OF PERMITTED USES: 
The Table of Permitted Uses is hereby amended by adding “Solar Farms or Photovoltaic Energy Facilities” and by placing a “P” entry in the IL (Light Industrial) and HL (Heavy Industrial) and by placing a “C” in RA-20 (Residential Agricultural) column and “7.2.18” in the Special Requirements column.

Section 7.2 – Use Specific Standards is hereby amended to include the following:

7.2.18 Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facilities 

1. 
All Solar Farms or Photovoltaic Energy Facilities and Structures shall be ground-mounted. 

2. 
Any commercial farm or any farmland assessed property seeking to install a Solar Farms or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure shall comply with the requirements of the NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, including any relevant Agricultural Management Practice. 

3. 
A Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure shall be located on lots of 20 acres gross or greater. 

4. 
A Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure shall not exceed 20% lot coverage. 

5. 
A Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure shall comply with the setback and screening requirements in Table 7.2.18. 

6. 
A Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure shall not exceed 20 feet in height. 

7. 
All mechanical equipment shall comply with the setback requirements in Table 7.2.18.

8. 
All mechanical equipment and inverters shall be fenced by a minimum of 6’ fence with 3 strand barbed wire or razor wire OR an 8 foot fence. Electrified fencing is not permitted. 

9. 
A sign not to exceed 2.25 square feet shall be attached to the fence adjacent to the main access gate and shall list the facility name, owner and phone number. 

10. 
A landscaped buffer, if required pursuant to Table 7.2.18, shall be provided and maintained around all mechanical equipment and solar panels to provide screening from adjacent residential properties and City, County and State roads and shall consist of a variety of native, drought-resistant evergreen plants. The minimum landscape buffer shall provide a minimum of 75% opacity at time of planting. Such screening shall have a height at time of planting equal to the maximum height of the solar panels or mechanical equipment. 

11. 
A copy of the active lease must be on file in the planning office. If changes are made, it is the applicant’s responsibility to make sure that the most recent copy of the lease is on file within ten (10) days of any changes made. 

12. 
All power transmission lines to any building, other structure and/or utility connection shall be located underground. 


13. 
Inverter noise shall not exceed 40dBA at the property line.

14.
Roadways within the site shall not be constructed of impervious materials and shall be designed to minimize the extent of roadways constructed and soil compaction. 

15. 
All panels shall have natural ground cover under and between the rows. 

16. 
A Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure shall be designed to comply with all storm water, grading and soil disturbance regulations of the Unified Development Ordinance. 

17. 
A Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure shall provide emergency vehicle access to all components. 

18. 
The electrical disconnect switch shall be clearly identified and unobstructed, and the owner must file a map with the Fire and Police Departments clearly showing where the disconnect switch is located. 

19. 
In addition to standard checklist items pursuant to Article 3 of the Unified Development Ordinance required for an application to be deemed complete, minor and major site plan applications shall depict the following: 

a. 
Location of proposed and existing overhead and underground utility and transmission lines. 

b.
 Location of any proposed or existing substations, inverters or transformers. 

c. 
Description of how the energy generated by the facility will be connected to the electrical distribution or transmission system or the electrical system of the intended energy user. 

d. 
Description of any necessary upgrades or modifications to existing substations or the necessity for new substations. 

e. 
Location of all proposed landscape buffers and sight lines from roads and adjacent properties. 

f. 
A geological report identifying the depth to bedrock, soil characteristics, and recommendations for foundation supports, if required. 

g. 
A “Glint and Glare Study” shall be provided to demonstrate that the panels are located and installed so that the sum of glare is directed away from an adjoining property or public rights of way. 

h.
A list of materials used, including data sheets and any and all applicable MSDS sheets for materials on the property should be submitted with the application.

20. 
The use of lead acid batteries shall not be permitted except as standby power supplies for control equipment.

21.
All applications shall be accompanied by a decommissioning plan to be implemented upon abandonment, or cessation of activity, or in conjunction with removal of the Solar Farms or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure. Prior to issuance of a building permit, the owner or operator of the facility or structure shall post a performance bond or other suitable guarantee in a face amount of not less than one hundred fifty (150) percent of the estimated cost, as determined by the City of Raeford Engineer, to ensure removal of the facility or structure in accordance with the decommissioning plan described below. The form of the guarantee must be reviewed and approved by the City of Raeford Engineer and City of Raeford Attorney, and the guarantee must remain in effect until the system is removed. Review of the guarantee by the City of Raeford Engineer and City of Raeford Attorney shall be paid from an escrow established by the applicant. Prior to removal of a Solar Farms or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure Solar Energy System a demolition permit for removal activities shall be obtained from the City of Raeford building official. 

a. 
If the applicant ceases operation of the Solar Farms or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure for a period of 6 months, or begins but does not complete construction of the project within 6 months after receiving final site plan approval, the applicant will submit a decommissioning plan that ensures that the site will be restored to a useful, non-hazardous condition without delay, including but not limited to the following: 

i. 
Removal of above ground and below ground equipment, structures and foundations. 

ii. 
Restoration of the surface grade and soil after removal of equipment. 

iii. 
Re-vegetation of restored soil areas with native seed mixes, excluding any invasive species. 

iv. 
The plan shall include a timeframe for the completion of site restoration work. 

b. 
In the event that construction of the Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure has been started but is not completed and functioning within 18 months of the issuance of the final site plan the City of Raeford Zoning Officer (or such other official as is designated by the governing body) may notify the operator and/or the owner to complete construction and installation of the facility within 180 days. If the owner and/or operator fails to perform, the City of Raeford official may notify the owner and/or operator to implement the decommissioning plan. The decommissioning plan must be completed within 180 days of notification by the City of Raeford official. 

c. 
Upon cessation of activity of a fully constructed Solar Farm or Photovoltaic Energy Facility or Structure for a period of 1 year, the City of Raeford Zoning Officer (or such other official as is designated by the governing body) may notify the owner and/or operator of the facility to implement the decommissioning plan. Within 180 days of notice being served, the owner and/or operator can either restore operation equal to 80% of approved capacity, or implement the decommissioning plan. 

d. 
If the owner and/or operator fails to fully implement the decommissioning plan within the 180 day time period and restore the site as required, the City of Raeford may, at its own expense provide for the restoration of the site in accordance with the decommissioning plan and may in accordance with the law recover all expenses incurred for such activities from the defaulted owner and/or operator. The cost incurred by the City of Raeford shall be assessed against the property, shall become a lien and tax upon said property, shall be added to and become a part of the taxes to be levied and assessed thereon, and enforced and collected with interest by the same officer and in the same manner as other taxes. 

22. All Solar Farms or Photovoltaic Energy Facilities and 

Structures shall comply with the setbacks and screening requirements for solar panels and mechanical equipment set forth in Table 7.2.18. 

Table 7.2.18
	System Height
	Size of solar panel footprint
	Minimum setback to existing adjacent residence
	Minimum setback to property line or public roadway
	Required Screening

	Up to 2 feet  
	Up to 1 acre  
	200 feet  
	100 feet  
	Not required 

	Up to 10 feet
	Greater than 1 acre up to 10 acres
	300 feet
	150 feet
	Required

	
	
	400 feet
	300 feet
	Not Required

	Up to 20 feet
	Greater than 10 acres
	300 feet
	300 feet
	Required

	
	
	500 feet
	400 feet
	Not Required


Adopted this 3rd day of October, 2011.








______________________________








JOHN K. MCNEILL, III








MAYOR

_________________________________

BETTY SMITH

CITY CLERK

The motion was unanimously carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM MAYOR, COUNCIL, MANAGER AND ATTORNEY

Councilman Jordan thanked the city employees for their fine work during the Turkey Festival.  He mentioned that he had received complaints about the condition of the railroad track on Harris Avenue and asked that staff make contact with the railroad or DOT.
Councilwoman King mentioned that she had several calls about animal waste in McLauchlin Park.  She said that other communities are placing signs and waste bins in public areas.  She asked staff to look into this matter.  Manager stated that signs will be put up and that proper disposal of the collected waste to be researched by the Operations Manager. 
Councilwoman Wilburn asked that the tree lights in the downtown area be turned on.

Mayor McNeill recognized the city employees who have October birthdays and thanked all city departments for their continued good work.
ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilwoman King to adjourn the October 3rd, 2011 council meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.

______________________



_________________________


Betty Smith





John K. McNeill, III


City Clerk





       Mayor
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