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May 2, 2011
The City Council of the City of Raeford met in regular session on Monday, May 2, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of Raeford City Hall.  The following members of the City Council were present:  Mayor John K. McNeill, III, Councilman John Jordan, Councilman Robert Conoly, Councilwoman Mary Neil King and Councilwoman Shelley Wilburn.  Councilman Wayne Willis was absent.
Also present were: Mike Wood, City Manager; Regina Sutherland, City Attorney; Roy Guinn, Utilities Director; Trudy McVicker, Operations Manager; Terry Tapp, Deputy Fire Chief; Dale Teal, Finance Officer; Betty Smith, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager; and Bill Lindau, News Journal reporter.
CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order.  
INVOCATION

Councilwoman King offered the invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McNeill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McNeill presented the consent agenda and asked if any item should be removed before calling for action.  
A motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilman Jordan to approve consent items IV. 1 through IV. 6.  The motion was unanimously carried.

The consent items appear below:
        IV. 1. Approved the Regular Minutes of April 4, 2011.

  2. Accepted information concerning a public hearing to be held by the Raeford 

  City Council on May 16th, 2011 in the McLeod Council Chambers to allow 

  citizens to comment on the 2011-2012 upcoming budget.  This hearing is in 

  compliance with G.S. 159-12b.
   3. Approved Budget Amendment #9 due to a Court Order requesting the return of 

   seized property.

   Line Item

Description


Debit

Credit

   10-510-0018
  
Return of Seized Property
8,110.00

   10-335-0010

Gen fund Misc Revenues


8,110.00

 4. Approved Resolution #2011-06 Multi-Jurisdictional Mitigation Plan for Raeford/Hoke County as shown below.  This plan allows the County to identify actions that can be taken before a disaster occurs that will reduce the impact of disaster when it does occur.  Adoption of plan is required in order for the County to remain eligible for certain types of pre and post disaster federal and state funding. 

Resolution #2011-06

City of Raeford, City Council 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 

HOKE COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

WHEREAS, the City of Raeford is vulnerable to an array of natural hazards that can cause loss of life and damages to public and private property; and

WHEREAS, the City of Raeford desires to seek ways to mitigate situations that may aggravate such circumstances; and

WHEREAS, the development and implementation of a hazard mitigation plan can result in actions that reduce the long-term risk to life and property from natural hazards; and 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City of Raeford, City Council to protect its citizens and property from the effects of natural hazards by preparing and maintaining a local hazard mitigation plan; and

WHEREAS, it is also the intent of the City of Raeford, City Council to fulfill its obligation under North Carolina General Statutes, Chapter 166A: North Carolina Emergency Management Act and Section 322: Mitigation Planning, of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to remain eligible to receive state and federal assistance in the event of a declared disaster affecting Hoke County and the City of Raeford; and

WHEREAS, the City of Raeford, in coordination with Hoke County has prepared a multi-jurisdictional hazard mitigation plan with input from the appropriate local and state officials; 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management and the Federal Emergency Management Agency have reviewed the Hoke County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan for legislative compliance and has approved the plan pending the completion of local adoption procedures;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Raeford, City Council of Hoke County hereby:

1. Adopts the Hoke County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan; and 

2. Agrees to take such other official action as may be reasonably necessary to carry out the proposed actions of the Plan.

Adopted on May 2, 2011.

___________________________

John K. McNeill, Mayor

                City of Raeford

ATTEST:

_____________________

     Betty Smith

     City Clerk

5.  Approved the transfer of the sewer extension (Permit #WQ0023834) from Hoke County to the City of Raeford.  This sewer extension was for the Hoke County Health Department located on Palmer Street.  Wastewater generated from this sewer extension goes to the City’s Wastewater Plant.  City of Raeford agreed to accept the flow and maintain the sewer line when it was installed.  This sewer extension was included on Hoke County’s collection permit and should have been included in the city of Raeford’s collection permit.  This transfer is part of the effort by both the county and city personnel to correct any inaccuracies within the 2 wastewater collection permits.

6.  Accepted and approved the monthly departmental reports and miscellaneous 


         information as submitted.

2011 N.C. TURKEY FESTIVAL UPDATE
Melissa Pittman, Executive Director of the N.C. Turkey Festival. was present to give an update on the events for the upcoming 2011 Turkey Festival to be held on September 15-17, 2011.  Mayor and Council received a shirt displaying this year’s slogan “Get Fired Up for Turkey” for the continued support that the City of Raeford gives to the festival.

Melissa asked that the city post signs stating that Main Street will be closed during the turkey parade on September 15th from 4:30 p.m. until 6 p.m. to prevent people from tailgating during the parade.  Melissa stated that this request was due to public citizen  safety concerns.  After a short discussion, Mayor McNeill stated that this request would be considered by the city staff.

LUMBER RIVER COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

SERVICES AND PROGRAMS
Mr. Michael Ramey, Business Services Coordinator for Lumber River Council of Governments, was present to update the council on the numerous programs and services which are provided to local government units (Area Agency on Aging, Technical Assistance, Sustainable Agriculture Certificate Program and Workforce Development).  Mr. Ramey encouraged council to contact LRCOG for assistance.  

2011-2012 PROPOSED BUDGET AND BUDGET SUMMARY
Manager presented the recommended proposed 2011-2012 Annual Budget and Budget Summary.  Highlights of the proposed budget include:

Property Tax Rate and Fees 

This budget was prepared with a property tax rate of $0.48 per $100 of value.  This of course maintains the current property rate.
Recommended that the Base Water Meter Fee of $6.00 per month be increased to $7.00 per month.  With this change, the water and sewer bill of an average customer consuming 5,000 gallons per month will increase from $30.60 to $33.00. 

Capital Projects

SCADA System for Riverbrooke Lift Station
Purchase of new Street Sweeper
Conversion of Street Sweeper to second Leaf Machine

Continue Clarifier Refurbishing Project

Purchase of Ditch Mower

Personnel  

No new positions are recommended.  The full time Crime Scene Investigator Position will be eliminated with these responsibilities shared by the 2 Investigator Positions.  

After discussion on the proposed changes, the council by common consent agreed to hold a budget work session after the May 16th public budget hearing, which will be held to receive public comments and requests on the proposed budget.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM MAYOR, COUNCIL, MANAGER AND ATTORNEY

Council and Mayor commented on the following: 

1.  Thanked Code Enforcement Officer for monthly report.

2.  Recent tornado damage handled well.

3.  Pleased with city operations and performance of city employees.

4.  Councilman Conoly was thanked for standing-in for Mayor at Unilever

     (ALPHA) reception which Governor Perdue attended.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilwoman King to enter into executive session for personnel as requested by the City Manager.  The motion was unanimously carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION CLOSED

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilwoman King to close the executive session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

REGULAR MEETING BACK IN SESSION

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilman Jordan to enter back into regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no action as a result of the executive session, a motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilman Jordan to adjourn the May 2nd, 2011 council meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.

______________________



_________________________


Betty Smith





John K. McNeill, III


City Clerk





       Mayor
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