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April 4, 2011
The City Council of the City of Raeford met in regular session on Monday, April 4, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of Raeford City Hall.  The following members of the City Council were present:  Mayor John K. McNeill, III, Councilman John Jordan, Councilman Wayne Willis, Councilman Robert Conoly, Councilwoman Mary Neil King and Councilwoman Shelley Wilburn.
Also present were: Mike Wood, City Manager; Regina Sutherland, City Attorney; Roy Guinn, Utilities Director; Trudy McVicker, Operations Manager; Terry Tapp, Deputy Fire Chief; Dale Teal, Finance Officer; Betty Smith, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager; and Bill Lindau, News Journal reporter.
CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order.

INVOCATION

Councilman Jordan offered the invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McNeill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McNeill presented the consent agenda and asked if any item should be removed before calling for action.  
A motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilman Willis to approve consent items IV. 1 through IV. 4.  The motion was unanimously carried.

The consent items appear below:
        IV. 1. Approved the Regular Minutes of March 7, 2011.

2. Approved Resolution #2011-05 as shown below which supports FirstHealth’s new CON for the construction of a 65 bed hospital in Hoke County.  
#2011-05

RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF A PLAN BY FIRSTHEALTH OF THE CAROLINAS TO PROVIDE HOSPITAL SERVICES IN HOKE COUNTY


The City of Raeford has been informed of a plan by FirstHealth of the Carolinas to construct a 65-bed general acute care hospital in Hoke County. FirstHealth Hoke Community Hospital will address the inpatient and outpatient service needs of residents in Hoke and surrounding counties. The proposed hospital is designed to accommodate emergency services, inpatient acute care services, obstetrical care, surgical services and diagnostic services.  The project will increase economic development in Hoke County. The proposed hospital is expected to employ an estimated 400 people and cost approximately $100 million.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  


The City of Raeford supports the efforts of FirstHealth to build a 65-bed hospital in Hoke County and hereby endorses the proposed plan.

ADOPTED:

This 4th day of April, 2011.







_______________________








John K. McNeill, III, Mayor

_______________________

Betty Smith

City Clerk

   3. Approved Budget Amendment #8 due to the legal costs associated with the sodium hydroxide spill at the Water Plant.
Line Item
Description


Debit


Credit

31-720-0004
W/S Legal Fees

20,000.00

31-300-0001
W/S Fund Balance Appropriated


20,000.00

 4.  Accepted and approved the monthly departmental reports and miscellaneous 


        information as submitted.

PUBLIC HEARING

ALPLA CLOSEOUT GRANT
A motion was made by Councilwoman King declaring a public hearing open to review and assess the performance of the Community Development Block Grant program and approval of the Raeford/Alpla Community Development Block Grant Program Closeout Resolution.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn and unanimously carried.
Mayor informed the council that ALPLA, the company that occupies the vacant Unilever building, received a CDBG from the Department of Commerce.  The grant funding has been dispersed by Dept. of Commerce, is in the city’s local account, and will be accessed by ALPLA based on a pre-approved schedule.  ALPLA has met the grant conditions and a grant closeout is necessary.  To close the grant, this public hearing is required.
A motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilman Jordan to close the public hearing.  The motion was unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman King and seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn to approve the closeout performance report as submitted and Resolution #2011-04 as shown below:
#2011-04
Raeford FY 08 MERGEFIELD fy year  Community Development Program

Closeout RESOLUTION

A Resolution Authorizing the closeout of the Raeford FY 08 Community Development Program.

Be It Resolved by the City Council of Raeford, North Carolina, that

WHEREAS, the City is participating in the Community Development Block Grant Program under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, administered by the North Carolina Department of Commerce; and

WHEREAS, the City has completed all the approved project activities and certifies that a public hearing, to review and assess the MERGEFIELD locality  performance of this project, in accordance with the North Carolina CDBG Program Regulations, was conducted on Monday, April 04, 2011 at 7:15 PM to discuss the project closeout. Comments made at the public hearing were favorable; and MERGEFIELD locality 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of Raeford, North Carolina, MERGEFIELD governing body  hereby authorizes the closeout of the FY 08 MERGEFIELD fy year  Community Development Program and directs the  =,  MERGEFIELD title \* MERGEFORMAT 
Mayor MERGEFIELD locality 

 MERGEFIELD governing body  to act on behalf of the City MERGEFIELD governing body  in executing closeout documentation as the Chief Elected Official under the provisions of the North Carolina Community Development Block Grant Program Regulations (4 NCAC 19L).

Adopted this 4th day of April, 2011.


John K. McNeill, III, Mayor =,  MERGEFIELD title \* MERGEFORMAT 

ATTEST:

 =,  MERGEFIELD title \* MERGEFORMAT 
Betty Smith, CMC, City Clerk

The motion was unanimously carried.

PEDDLERS BRANCH INTERCEPTOR PROJECT

City Manager informed the council that the Peddlers Branch Interceptor project was initially approved by Council in August 2008.  At that time, the project included the Wastewater Plant Upgrade and the replacement of the wastewater collection line running along Peddlers Branch from the Cemetery to the Wastewater Plant.  The project was pared down to include the replacement of the collection line from the Cemetery to Prospect Avenue, only.  The loan is through the Construction, Grants and Loans Section of the Department of Environment and Natural Resources.  The project cost estimate is $1.2 million, with a 20 year term at 2.5% interest.  This portion of the collection system is old and due for replacement.  Final approval of the engineering plans are expected soon, with a project start date of late summer.  Approval of Resolution #2011-03 is required.
A motion by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilwoman King to approve Resolution #2011-03 as shown below.

#2011-03

RESOLUTION BY GOVERNING BODY OF APPLICANT

WHEREAS, The Federal Clean Water Act Amendments of 1987 and the North Carolina the Water Infrastructure Act of 2005 (NCGS 159G) have authorized the making of loans and grants to aid eligible units of government in financing the cost of construction of the a wastewater collection system, and
WHEREAS, The City of Raeford has need for and intends to construct a wastewater collection system, project described as Peddlers Branch Interceptor Project, and
WHEREAS, The City of Raeford intends to request state loan assistance for the project,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RAEFORD:
That City of Raeford, the Applicant, will arrange financing for all remaining costs of the project, if approved for a State loan award.
That the Applicant will adopt and place into effect on or before completion of the project a schedule of fees and charges and other available funds which will provide adequate funds for proper operation, maintenance, and administration of the system and the repayment of all principal and interest on the debt.
That the governing body of the Applicant agrees to include in the loan agreement a provision authorizing the State Treasurer, upon failure of the City of Raeford to make scheduled repayment of the loan, to withhold from the City of Raeford any State funds that would otherwise be distributed to the local government unit in an amount sufficient to pay all sums then due and payable to the State as a repayment of the loan.
That the Applicant will provide for efficient operation and maintenance of the project on completion of construction thereof.
That John K. McNeill, III, Mayor, the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized to execute and file an application on behalf of the Applicant with the State of North Carolina for a (loan or grant) to aid in the construction of the project described above.
That the Authorized Official, and successors so titled, is hereby authorized and directed to furnish such information as the appropriate State agency may request in connection with such application or the project:  to make the assurances as contained above; and to execute such other documents as may be required in connection with the application.
That the Applicant has substantially complied or will substantially comply with all Federal, State, and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances applicable to the project and to Federal and State grants and loans pertaining thereto.
Adopted this the 4th day of April, 2011 at City of Raeford, North Carolina.








________________________







 John K. McNeill, III - Mayor

___________________________
       Betty Smith, City Clerk
The motion was unanimously carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM MAYOR, COUNCIL, MANAGER AND ATTORNEY

Councilwoman King commended the Hoke County Centennial Committee and the city employees for their hard work and participation during the Centennial Celebration (April 1-16).  Councilwoman King gave an update on new buildings and displays at the museum and upcoming centennial events which will be held at the museum.
Councilwoman Wilburn asked that none usage fees for sewer allocation and extending sidewalks be considered during the upcoming budget process.  City Manager stated that Façade money can be used for the sidewalks.
Councilman Conoly asked about a HUD grant in regards to an irrigation system for the medians on Main Street.  
Mayor McNeill reminded council about the N.C. League of Municipalities regional meeting at the Raeford Civic Center on April 5th from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.  A number of topics will be addressed, including the state budget, annexation, water resources, infrastructure needs, federal legislative issues and more.  Mayor thanked the public works dept. for their help at the centennial parade on April 2nd.  Mayor encouraged council to attend the planned centennial events for this coming week.  Mayor asked about replacing dead trees on Main Street.  Manager stated that city staff is working with landscapers to replace the trees.  Mayor announced the city employees who have April birthdays.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilman Conoly to enter into executive session for personnel as requested by the City Manager.  The motion was unanimously carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION CLOSED

REGULAR MEETING BACK IN SESSION
A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilman Jordan to close the executive session and to enter back into regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no action as a result of the executive session, a motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilman Jordan to adjourn the April 4th, 2011 council meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.

______________________



_________________________


Betty Smith





John K. McNeill, III


City Clerk





         Mayor
