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March 7, 2011
The City Council of the City of Raeford met in regular session on Monday, March 7, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of Raeford City Hall.  The following members of the City Council were present:  Mayor John K. McNeill, III, Councilman John Jordan, Councilman Wayne Willis, Councilman Robert Conoly, Councilwoman Mary Neil King and Councilwoman Shelley Wilburn.
Also present were: Mike Wood, City Manager; Regina Sutherland, City Attorney; Roy Guinn, Utilities Director; Trudy McVicker, Operations Manager; Terry Tapp, Deputy Fire Chief; Dale Teal, Finance Officer; Betty Smith, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager; and Bill Lindau, News Journal reporter.
CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order.

INVOCATION

Councilman Conoly offered the invocation.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McNeill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
BOY SCOUT TROOP #409 
Mayor McNeill welcomed Boy Scout Troop 409 and Kenny Young, Scout Master to the council meeting.  The troop attended the meeting as part of their badge requirement.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McNeill presented the consent agenda and asked if any item should be removed before calling for action.  
A motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilman Willis to approve consent items V. 1 through V. 6.  The motion was unanimously carried.

The consent items appear below:

V.1. Approved the Regular Minutes of February 7, 2011.

2. Approved the Executive Minutes of February 7, 2011.
   3. Approved the letter of agreement and audit contract between the City of Raeford and Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P. for the fiscal year 2010-2011 in the amount of $32,000.
   4. Approved the proposed Budget Calendar for the year 2011-2012 to be used during the budget process.

   5. Approved the advertising of unpaid 2010 taxes in the newspaper for one week during the month of April, 2010 as required by N.C. General Statute 105-
369(a).

         6.  Accepted and approved the monthly departmental reports and miscellaneous 


         information as submitted.

HOKE CENTENNIAL PARADE

CITY TO SPONSOR A FLOAT

The Hoke Centennial Committee requested the City of Raeford to sponsor a float for the Hoke Centennial parade which will be held on Saturday, April 2, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.  Pictures of floats were shown to the council for their consideration.
After a short discussion, a motion was made by Councilwoman King and seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn that the City of Raeford sponsor a float for the Hoke Centennial Parade at a cost of $375.00.  City Manager to workout a system whereby city employees and their children will be asked to participate.  The motion was unanimously carried.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM MAYOR, COUNCIL, MANAGER AND ATTORNEY

Councilwoman King asked that a progress report be given in the near future by the newly hired Code Enforcement Officer.  Councilwoman King reported that she and Shelia Evans, Hoke County Librarian, attended Library Day at the Legislature Building in Raleigh, N.C. on February 23rd to encourage legislation to continue funding for public library programs and staffing.  She thanked city employees in advance for the work they will be doing during the upcoming Hoke County Centennial activities.  She praised the volunteer firemen for the number of fire calls they have answered recently.  Troop 409 and their leaders were thanked for their good work they give to the community.
Councilman Conoly asked if the speed trailer was being used within the city by the police department.  City Manager and Chief of Police to check on this matter.  
Mayor McNeill announced the March birthdays of city employees.  He thanked city employees for their continued good work and for the services they will offer during the Hoke County Centennial festivities.

City Manager announced that the newly hired Code Enforcement Officer is focusing on zoning and that revenues for inspections have increased.  He reported that the new 2010 census report shows that Raeford’s population has grown by 36% and that the population is now 4,611 as of 3/2/11.  He stated that the Church of God of Prophecy on West Prospect has asked that that the speed limit be reduced from 45 to 35 m.p.h.  This matter to be taken under consideration with N.C. Department of Transportation.
ADJOURNMENT
There being no action, a motion was made by Councilman Willis and seconded by Councilman Jordan to adjourn the March 7th, 2011 council meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.
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