PAGE  
4
01/4/10


  January 4th, 2010
The City Council of the City of Raeford met in regular session on Monday, January 4th, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of Raeford City Hall.  The following members of the City Council were present:  Mayor John K. McNeill, III, Council, Councilman Robert Conoly, Councilman John Jordan, Councilman Wayne Willis, Councilwoman Mary Neil King and Councilwoman Shelley Wilburn.  

Also present were: Mike Wood, City Manager; Regina Sutherland, City Attorney; Roy Guinn, W/WWTP Superintendent; Trudy McVicker, Assistant W/WWTP Superintendent; Mike Dummett, Chief of Police; Scott Baucom, Public Works Superintendent; Jim Lewis, GIS/Planner; Betty Smith, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager; and Bill Lindau, News Journal reporter.
CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order.

INVOCATION

Mayor McNeill offered the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McNeill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

CITY OF RAEFORD WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT

REWARDED FOR EXCELLENCE
Clarence Sell, Chair of the Professional Wastewater Operators Committee, and Terry Rolan, Past Chair of both NC AWWA-WEA and of the National American Water Works Association. presented Roy Guinn, W/WWTP Superintendent and Trudy McVicker, Assistant W/WWTP Superintendent the 2009 Operation and Maintenance Excellence Award by the N.C. American Water Works Association and Water Environment Association.  This annual award was given to honor the wastewater plant personnel for serving with a high level of professionalism and diligent work in the operation and maintenance of the city’s wastewater treatment plant.  Mr. Roland stated that the staff at the WWTP exemplifies the Association’s slogan “Dedicated to Safe Water” and pointed out that the wastewater plant has been in full compliance with the NPDES since February 2005.  Council congratulated Roy and Trudy and their staff for receiving this award.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McNeill presented the consent agenda and asked if any item should be removed before calling for action.  
Items V. 3 Consideration of City Council Monthly Meeting Time and V.4 Contract with The Wooten Company Related to Building Reuse Grants were pulled for discussion.

ITEM V. 3.  MONTHLY MEETING TIME CHANGED

TO 7:00 P.M.
City Manager suggested that the Council consider changing the time of the Council meetings from 7:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  Councilman Conoly expressed concerns about conflicts with other meetings (county commissioners, etc.) and people being able to attend if the meeting times were changed.
After discussion, Mayor McNeill called for a vote on changing the council meeting time to 7:00 p.m. effective February 1, 2010.  The time change was approved by a vote of 4 to 1, with Councilman Conoly voting against.
ITEM V. 4.  CONTRACT WITH THE WOOTEN COMPANY 
RELATED TO BUILDING REUSE GRANTS

The City Attorney recommended that the following 2 changes be made to the Professional Services Agreement for Building Reuse Grants (Unilever/Alpla) with the Wooten Company: number 13 (Limitation of Liability) on page 3 be deleted in its entirety and that number 17 (Termination) on page 4 should read, CLIENT will pay CONSULTANT reasonable costs….  Said agreement states that Wooten’s fee for completing the applications and grant administration is $40,000 with grants requiring the City to provide a local match of $60,000 (of which $40,000 will be used to pay Wooten’s fee).  The balance will be used for project costs.  Alpla will refurbish and equip the aerosol building located on the Unilever campus and manufacture plastic bottles for Unilever products.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilman Jordan to approve item V. 4 with the above 2 revisions being made to the Professional Services Agreement with the Wooten Company.  The motion was unanimously carried.
A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn to approve consent items V. 1. through V. 5, except V.3 and V.4 (which were voted on separately above).  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jordan and unanimously carried.

The consent items appear below:

V.1. Approved the Regular Minutes of December 7, 2009.


  2. Approved the letter of agreement and audit contract between the City of Raeford and Cherry, Bekaert & Holland, L.L.P. for the fiscal year 2009-2010 in the amount of $32,000.

  3. (Note: Item 3 was pulled and discussed as appears above).
  4. (Note: Item 4 was pulled and discussed as appears above).

         5. Accepted and approved the monthly departmental reports and miscellaneous 

             information as submitted.

PUBLIC HEARING

WRIGHT & BEST, INC.

REZONING PARCEL ON SOUTHERN AVENUE

A motion was made by Councilwoman King and seconded by Councilman Willis to enter into a public hearing to consider a request from Wright & Best, Inc. to rezone a parcel on Southern Avenue from R-8 to RMF-12.  The motion was unanimously carried.
Jim Lewis, Planner/GIS Technician made the city staff’s recommendation that this matter be tabled until further information was available on the project’s stormwater plan.

Scott Baucom, Public Works Superintendent, reminded the council that there are ongoing stormwater issues that are likely related to inadequately sized drain pipes.

Tommy Wright, applicant, stated that the stormwater drainage concerns should not have any bearing on the rezoning decision.  Mr. Wright informed the council that he has a chance to sell the property for a multi-family development project.  Mr. Wright asked the council to rezone the property as requested.
Mr. Wright introduced Wes Anderson, Project Engineer, who informed the council that state and local regulations require an approved stormwater plan for the proposed project.  He indicated that other permits, including a soil and erosion control permit would have to be received from the state.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED
A motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn to adjourn the public hearing.  The motion was unanimously carried.

Councilman Wilburn made a motion to accept the staff recommendation to table this matter until the February 1st council meeting.  Councilman Conoly seconded this motion. 

After further discussion, a vote of 4 to 1 in favor of tabling any action on this rezoning request was made, with Councilman Jordan voting against.  The motion was carried.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

COUNCIL REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Councilman Jordan thanked the public works department for the placement of extra dumpsters in various areas of the city to help with excess sanitation during the holidays.  

Councilman Willis thanked the Raeford Fire Department for all they do for the citizens of Raeford and congratulated the Wastewater Treatment Plant personnel for their award.
Councilwoman King praised Gene Chalaire, owner of Calico Corner for his years of service to Raeford as a florist.  Calico Corner was engulfed with fire recently.  Councilwoman King expressed concern about the traffic light synchronization of side streets, Elwood, Edinborough and Central Avenue. She thanked all city employees for their good work for the City of Raeford.
Councilwoman Wilburn and Councilman Conoly also thanked the staff and employees for their fine work.

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

No report.

MAYOR’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Noted that there should be the placement of a road sign at West Hoke School indicating directions to Highway 20 off Highway 211
CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENATIONS

City Manager stated that the city has a great council and staff.
EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilwoman King and seconded by Councilman Jordan to enter into executive session for the purpose of personnel.  The motion was unanimously carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION CLOSED

A motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilwoman Wilburn to close the executive session and to enter back into regular session. The motion was unanimously carried.

PERSONNEL CHANGES

A motion was made by Councilwoman King and seconded by Councilman Conoly to approve the following personnel changes as recommended by the City Manager: 1). Reclassification of Water/Wastewater Assistant Superintendent to Operations Manager, from Grade 20 to Grade 27 with appropriate job description changes.  2). Reclassification of Public Works Director from Grade 24 to Grade 23 with appropriate job description changes.  3). Approve position title change from Water/Wastewater Superintendent to Utilities Director with appropriate job description changes and remaining a Grade 26.  The motion was unanimously carried.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further action, a motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn seconded by Councilman Jordan to adjourn the January 4th, 2010 council meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.
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