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October 5, 2009

The City Council of the City of Raeford met in regular session on Monday, October 5, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of Raeford City Hall.  The following members of the City Council were present:  Mayor John K. McNeill, III, Councilwoman Mary Neil King, Councilman Robert Conoly, Councilman John Jordan, Councilman Eddie McNeill and Councilwoman Shelley Wilburn. 

Also present were: Mike Wood, City Manager; Regina Sutherland, City Attorney; Dale Teal, Finance Officer; Roy Guinn, Water/Wastewater Superintendent; Trudy McVicker, Assistant WWTP Superintendent; Mike Dummett, Chief of Police; Johnny Melton, Public Works Director; Betty Smith, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager, Jean Harrison, Market Development Coordinator for FirstHealth of the Carolinas and Lenore Morales, News Journal reporter.

CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order.

INVOCATION

Councilwoman King offered the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McNeill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.
CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McNeill presented the consent agenda and asked if any item should be removed before calling for action.  

A motion was made by Councilman Conoly to approve consent items IV. 1. through IV. 7.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jordan and unanimously carried.

The consent items appear below:

IV. 1.
Approved Regular minutes of September 14, 2009.
2. Approved Executive minutes of September 14, 2009.

3. Approved Budget Amendment #9 below as recommended by the Finance Officer:
BUDGET AMENDMENT #9
This budget amendment is being done to set up the expenditure and revenue line items for the Edward Byrne Grant.
LINE ITEM

DESCRIPTION

DEBIT


CREDIT

10-510-0038

Edward Byrne Grant Exp.
15,041.00
10-335-0030

Edward Byrne Grant Rev.



15,041.00
4.
Approved proclamation declaring October 4-10, 2009 as Fire Prevention Week in the City of Raeford.
5. Approved entering into an agreement with Philip Services Site Smaller Party Settlement at a fee of $500.00.  In 1989 and 1990, the City sent waste material to a S. C. hazardous waste disposal site, called the Philip Site.  The site operated for several years and over that time received material from numerous waste generators.  Contamination was discovered, the site became an EPA Superfund site, and the State of S.C. became involved in the site clean-up.  Because of the cost of the site remediation, S.C. began looking for additional funding from other parties.  In response, and as a hedge against possible litigation from S.C., a group of large waste generators that used the site formed an association named the “Philip Site Potentially Responsible Party Group”.  This group has participated in the clean-up project, and is currently seeking a consent order to delineate the final, legal and environmental remedy for the Philip Site.  The “Philip Site PRPG” offered entities such as Raeford, who were small waste generators, a settlement opportunity intended to relieve them of future liability.
6. Approved a Façade Grant funding of $2,400 to Kinlaws’s Jewelry.

7. Accepted the monthly departmental reports and miscellaneous information as submitted.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Jean Harrison, Market Development Coordinator for FirstHealth of the Carolinas was present to announce that FirstHealth has submitted plans to the State to build a $3.5 million ambulatory surgery center here in Hoke County.  Mrs. Harrison stated that the Surgery Center of Pinehurst, an ambulatory surgery center located on the Moore Regional campus is licensed for 6 operating rooms but only uses 4 of the rooms.  Ms. Harrison informed the council that on August 17th, 2009 the Surgery Center of Pinehurst, N.C. filed an application with the state to transfer 2 of its 6 operating rooms to build a new ambulatory surgery center on the FirstHealth medical campus here in Hoke County. The proposed center will provide pain treatment and will have an open medical staff so all surgeons (Moore County, Cumberland County, Scotland County) will be eligible for  membership.  Ms. Harrison announced that last year over 2000 outpatient surgical procedures were performed on Hoke County residents.  Ms. Harrison further stated that this facility will be paying taxes, create approximately 20 new jobs, improve access and provide more convenient care for Hoke County residents while creating an economic boost to the community.
The council was informed that a public hearing on this proposed project is scheduled for October 16, 2009 at `11:00 a.m. in the county commissioner’s room at the Hoke County Administrative Building.  If the state approves the project and there are no delays created by opposition from another health system, construction will start in 2010 with plans to open the facility in 2011.

In closing, Ms. Harrison solicited the council’s support for this proposed ambulatory surgery center application for FirstHealth and expressed appreciation for the outpouring support received from Raeford/Hoke County at their August 19th, 2009 hospital application public hearing.

There was time allotted for questions from the council.

Mayor and Council by common consent agreed to support the efforts of FirstHealth to establish an Ambulatory Surgery Center in Hoke County and to endorse the proposed plan by adopting a Resolution of Support.  Resolution of Support to be prepared by the City Clerk for approval at the November council meeting.

COUNCIL REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Councilman Jordan thanked the city employees for the extra work they did during the Turkey Festival.

Councilwoman King thanked the city employees for their dedication and congratulated the downtown merchants for updating their business.

Councilman Conoly thanked the staff and employees for their continued good job performance.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
No report.
MAYOR’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Mayor commended the employees.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENATIONS

Manager praised the council and city employees.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilman McNeill to adjourn the October 5, 2009 council meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.

______________________



_________________________

Betty Smith





John K. McNeill, III


City Clerk





Mayor

