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July 6, 2009

The City Council of the City of Raeford met in regular session on Monday, July 6, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the James B. McLeod Council Chambers of Raeford City Hall.  The following members of the City Council were present:  Mayor John K. McNeill, III, Councilman John Jordan, Councilwoman Mary Neil King, Councilman Robert Conoly, Councilman Eddie McNeill and Councilwoman Shelley Wilburn.

Also present were: Mike Wood, City Manager; Regina Sutherland, City Attorney; Dale Teal, Finance Officer; Roy Guinn, Water/Wastewater Superintendent; Mike Dummett, Chief of Police; George Marr, Assistant Chief; Jim Lewis, GIS Technician/Planner; Scott Baucom, Public Works Superintendant; Jason Epley and Vagn Hansen of Benchmark, CMR, Inc.; Betty Smith, City Clerk/Assistant City Manager and Lenore Morales, News Journal reporter.

CALLED TO ORDER

Mayor McNeill called the meeting to order.

INVOCATION

Councilman Conoly offered the invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McNeill led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance.

CONSENT AGENDA

Mayor McNeill presented the consent agenda and asked if any item should be removed before calling for action.  

Councilwoman King commended Paul Papasporis and Raul Mendez for their quick response in assisting their fellow employee during a work related injury that could have been fatal.  Councilwoman King also praised Jody Jernigan for the work she does for the city.

A motion was made by Councilman Conoly to approve consent items IV. 1 through IV. 4.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Jordan and unanimously carried.

The consent items appear below:

IV. 1.
Approved Regular minutes of June 1, 2009.

2. Approved Executive Minutes of June 1, 2009.

3. Approved the newly revised Municipal Records Retention and Disposition Schedule in accordance with the provision of Chapters 121 and 132 of the General Statutes of North Carolina.  This schedule was prepared by the Government Records Branch of the Division of Historical Resources for the N.C. Dept. of Cultural Resources.  The schedule is to remain in effect from this date of approval until it is reviewed and updated.
4. Accepted the monthly departmental reports and miscellaneous information as submitted.

PUBLIC HEARING

UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE
A motion was made by Councilman McNeill and seconded by Councilwoman King to enter into a public hearing to consider the proposed Unified Development Ordinance.  The motion was unanimously carried.
City Manager reported that the Raeford Planning Board held its UDO Public Hearing on June 16th and voted unanimously to recommend approval, with the following change:  to allow 1 banner sign on the premises, the banner may be attached to the building, or placed no closer than 10’ to the right-of-way and the banner must be replaced once every 6 months
Several Council members had questions for Jason Epley and Vagn Hansen of Benchmark, who prepared the ordinance.  After discussing the ordinance, the City Manager suggested establishing a committee made up of 2 council members and city staff to review the proposed ordinance more closely, with recommendations being made to the council at a later date.
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED

A motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilman Jordan to close the public hearing and to enter back into regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Wilburn and seconded by Councilman Jordan to table any action until next months meeting and that a committee will be formed to study the proposed Unified Development Ordinance.  The motion was unanimously carried.

By common consent the council appointed Councilwoman King and Councilwoman Wilburn to serve on the committee, with the City Manager, Public Works Director, the GIS Technician/Planner and other staff as necessary.
PUBLIC HEARING
CDBG APPLICATION

A motion was made by Councilwoman King and seconded by Councilman McNeill to enter into a public hearing to consider an application for a Community Development Block Grant.  The motion was unanimously carried.

Mayor McNeill presented the following information:

Community Development Block Grant Program - 2009

The North Carolina Department of Commerce's Division of Community Assistance (DCA) and Commerce Finance Center (CFC) administer the State of North Carolina's Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program to local governments in non-entitlement areas. Non-entitlement areas are cities with populations of less than 50,000 (except cities that are designated principal cities of Metropolitan Statistical Areas), and counties with populations of less than 200,000.

The primary statutory objective of the CDBG program is to develop viable communities by providing decent housing and a suitable living environment and by expanding economic opportunities, principally for persons of low- and moderate-income. The State must ensure that at least 70 percent of its CDBG grant funds are used for activities that benefit low- and moderate-income persons.

In 2008, the state received over $45 million in federal CDBG funds to go towards nine CDBG program categories that have been designed to meet the needs of North Carolina's communities. Local governments may apply for these funds. Category awards are funded either through competition or on a non-competitive basis.

All North Carolina small cities are eligible to apply for funds except for 23 entitlement cities that receive funds directly from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). All counties, except for the two HUD-designated urban counties of Wake and Cumberland, are eligible to apply for Small Cities CDBG funds.

Each program category has specific requirements. The 2009 CDBG Program Categories are:

	Category
	Purpose

	Community Revitalization
	To provide grants to local governments to develop viable communities by providing decent housing and a suitable living environment for low and moderate-income families

	

	Scattered Site Housing
	To provide county governments on a rotating basis with funds to address the most critical housing needs of very low-income families

	

	Infrastructure
	To provide public water or sewer to correct severe health or environmental problems

	

	Infrastructure Hook-up
	To provide grants to local governments to connect homes of low to moderate income citizens to existing water and/or sewer lines

	

	Small Business & Entrepreneurial Assistance
	To provide grants to local governments to develop a coordinated effort to aid an existing small business to expand and grow

	

	Economic Development
	To provide grants or loans to local governments for involving a for-profit business to create or retain jobs

	

	Housing Development
	To support development and creation of affordable multi-unit rental developments and single-family units, while also providing support for homeownership activities for low and moderate-income families

	

	Urgent Needs
	To help communities recover from disasters that threaten public health and safety where no insufficient or no local other funds are available

	

	Capacity Building
	To help non-profits design and carry out CDBG activities in partnership with units of local government


Mayor McNeill opened the floor for public comments.
PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED
There being no public comments, a motion was made by Councilman Conoly and seconded by Councilman Jordan to close the public hearing and to enter back into regular session.  The motion was unanimously carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Martha Beatty, Community Outreach Advocate Executive Director announced that this year marks the 26th annual North Carolina Night Out.  The 2009 National Night Out will “kick off” on Tuesday, August 4th, 2009 at McLauchlin Park from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m.  National Night Out is designed to: heighten crime and drug prevention awareness; generate support for, and participation in local anti-crime programs; strengthen neighborhood spirit and police-community partnerships; and send a message to criminals, letting them know that neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.
Mayor McNeill presented a proclamation declaring August 4, 2009 as “National Night Out” in Raeford and Hoke County.
Ms. Beatty invited Mayor and Council to attend the August 4th events at McLauchlin Park and support the anniversary with a souvenir book ad. 
COUNCIL REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Councilman McNeill asked Jim Lewis, GIS Technician/Planner to report on the site visits of June 30th, 2009 by Jeff Adolphsen of the State Historic Preservation Office.  Mr. Lewis reported that 13 sites were visited and the property owners were informed of projects that could be undertaken under the Façade Grant Program.  Mr. Lewis stated that letters will be mailed to property owners to clarify what was discussed on that date.
Councilwoman King welcomed Chief Dummett back after his completion of FBI National Academy School.
Councilwoman Wilburn stated that she would like for a staff retreat to be held one or two months before next year’s budget process begins.  Councilwoman Wilburn suggested that a mid-year budget report be given to council in order for consideration of employee cola. 
Councilman Conoly reported that the exterior of the cemetery’s maintenance building needs to be painted.  Councilman Conoly commended the cemetery staff for their fine upkeep of the cemetery.  Councilman Conoly presented a draft copy of the city’s welcome booklet and asked that it be finalized by city staff.  Council was in agreement and felt that it would benefit newcomers.
CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

No report.
MAYOR’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

No report.
CITY MANAGER’S REPORTS AND RECOMMENATIONS

No report.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, a motion was made by Councilman Jordan and seconded by Councilman Conoly to adjourn the July 6, 2009 meeting.  The motion was unanimously carried.
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